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Dingo Control 
in the 
Kimberley 
Region 
By J. J. PREETH, Supervising Vermin Control Officer 
With all the recent dramatic developments in irrigated agri-
culture in the Kimberley region of Western Australia, one is apt 
to forget the main wealth of the district still lies in its pastoral 
industry. 
Man, in his efforts to obtain a living from the pastoral 
industry, has to contend with many pests which compete with 
pastoral activities. Perhaps the most serious and certainly the 
most sagacious pest in this region is the dingo. 
TT is generally accepted that the Australian aboriginals brought dogs with them 
••• from South-East Asia and these have evolved into what we now know as the 
dingo or wild dog. 
Research over the years has proved that 
genetically the dingo is not a separate 
species but is only another variety of the 
domestic dog (Canis familiaris). 
What is more important from the 
pastoralists' viewpoint is that the dingo 
has adapted itself to living under the 
harsh conditions of the Australian con-
tinent. When Australia's pastoral industry 
started, the dingo quickly found that he 
had a readily available food supply. Gone 
were the days when to kill a kangaroo or 
emu could mean a five-mile chase. The 
sheep was no match for the cunning and 
wily dingo. Cattle, on the other hand, 
were a slightly tougher prey, but even so, 
many cattle stations in the Kimberleys 
report substantial losses from dingoes kill-
ing or mauling calves. However, a lot of 
cattle owners in the region apparently still 
do not view the dingoes seriously enough 
to warrant an all out effort at control. 
Sheep men, on the other hand, are gen-
erally more alive to the problem and 
prepared to undertake extensive control 
measures. 
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Because of these at t i tudes, most of the 
Agriculture Protection Board's dingo con-
trol activities in the Kimberleys are 
directed towards helping the sheep station 
owners along the Fitzroy River. 
BREEDING AREAS 
Dingoes have well defined breeding areas 
in most regions. These are usually areas 
where food, water and places to drop their 
young are plentiful. In the Kimberleys, 
t he Leopold Ranges, Napier, Edgar and 
George Ranges, and their a t tendant 
watercourses, the Ord, Fitzroy, Lennard, 
Margaret and Meda Rivers, are ideal 
breeding places for dingoes. Most of these 
areas are open catt le country. "Open 
country" means areas where stock are not 
controlled, where fences are few and far 
between or do not exist, and where the 
stock live free from interference by man, 
except during the yearly muster. I t is only 
na tu ra l t ha t places with food, water and 
shelter for cattle, will also be ideal for 
dingoes. 
In the West Kimberleys the favourable 
breeding areas run right up to the sheep 
stat ions, resulting in a constant source of 
potent ia l danger to the stations. I t is only 
by providing Agriculture Protection Board 
doggers to work around the holdings, 
wi th combined increased activities by the 
pastoral is ts , t h a t t h e situation has been 
improved. 
Not all cattle stations neglect this 
problem entirely. During the mustering 
season, many stockmen poison offal and 
bones left behind when camps are moved 
on. Dingoes are always inquisitive of 
campsites and many have been killed this 
way. 
Most sheep stat ion owners and managers 
follow a more active programme of wild 
dog control. Some employ men whose 
duties are shared equally between stock 
work and dingo control, whilst in the past, 
doggers have been employed full-time to 
protect the flocks. Since the appointment 
of a Group Vermin Control Officer by the 
Agriculture Protection Board, in collabora-
tion with the local Shire Council, interest 
by t he sheep s ta t ion owners has been 
intensified. 
SHIRE COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
In the whole of the Kimberley region, 
only one m a n is employed by the shire 
councils to carry out their obligations 
under the Vermin Act. This man , Mr. R. C. 
Golightly, is employed by the A.P.B. in 
conjunction with West Kimberley Shire 
Council. The A.P.B. subsidises costs by one 
third. His duties are t he supervision and 
organisation of vermin control in the 
district and making sure t h a t stations 
are actively co-operating. Mr. Golightly 
organises destructive drives and sees tha t 
the work of the doggers is co-ordinated 
with t ha t of t he stations. He also carries 
out some direct control work. 
AGRICULTURE PROTECTION BOARD 
ACTIVITIES 
The A.P.B. activities in the area are under 
the direct control of a Regional Vermin 
Control Officer (Mr. P. J. McDonald). His 
duties are not only of an executive nature, 
but also embrace supervision and exten-
sion. He travels extensively in the region, 
and is available a t any t ime to give 
advice and, where needed, some practical 
assistance. 
As well as the regional officer, there are 
also two doggers (Messrs. Rodericks and 
Stuar t ) who patrol and control dogs in the 
areas north, south and east of the sheep 
stations. 
CO-OPERATION 
Generally, the co-operation received 
from stations in the Kimberleys is not as 
good as it could be. However it is improv-
ing on some properties. If we exclude the 
sheep stations which are generally carry-
ing out more t h a n the average amount 
of work, the rest, except for a few, do 
little organised constructive work towards 
controlling dingoes. 
Dingo control in the region is improv-
ing slightly every year because more 
stations are playing their par ts . In East 
Kimberley for example, near ly every 
station now does some work and this in 
itself is an improvement. One or two 
catt le stations have recently renewed their 
efforts. However, on most stations the 
work done falls far short of t h a t needed 
for effective control. 
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In the West Kimberleys, some real head-
way has been made. Killings on the sheep 
stations have been reduced and the situa-
tion is quite promising. A.P.B. doggers 
working north and south of these holdings 
have played a large part in controlling 
the influx of dogs into the closer settled 
areas. Scalps returned by A.P.B. doggers 
have shown an increase of over 50 per cent, 
in the past three years. 
The Kimberley region is obviously still 
heavily populated with dingoes. This is 
shown by the fact that over the last five 
years, 32 per cent, of all wild dog scalps 
in W.A. have been sent in from this region. 
FUTURE ACTION 
Although wild dog control is not good 
in this area, there is no reason why it 
should not improve. Now that the A.P.B. 
and the West Kimberley Shire Council 
provide both advisory and some actual 
assistance by doggers, pastoralists are 
asked to co-operate still further in an 
effort to step up the overall level of control. 
DAY OLD CHICKS 
Australorp, White Leghorn, R.I. Red, New 
Hampshire, First X, Kriss Kross. 
Pullets, unsexed and cockerels. 
1961/62 Random Sample Test proved these figures. 
Rearabillty lOCi. Eggs laid per bird h/h basis 
201.1 In 50 weeks. Profit per bird above feed costs 
£1 15s. lid. All chicks hatched are from our own 
trapnested and progeny tested stock. 
STARTED PULLETS 
EPSOM AVENUE, REDCLIFFE. Ph. 6 5543. 
Price List on request. 
SHADE TREES for Farms! 
Choose from the wide variety available, 
including:— 
* EUCALYPTS * SUGAR GUMS 
* MAHOGANY GUMS * PEPPERS for Inland Areas 
MANY OTHERS also 
DAHLIA LIST now available . . . 
• Write for Catalogue and list of quotations 
ilson&i 
IN THE BEST GABOENS I I I ^k 
« t,w LJUl l l lkJ 
74 Barrack St., Perth, 23 3048 (3 l ines) 
102 High St., Fremant le . . . 5 2447 
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Precise to a fraction of an inch-that 's Super Dexta! 
Above, you see a stop motion photograph of 
Super Dexta's Hydraulics in action . . . the fully 
loaded pick-up platform was set in Position 
Control to stop at a pre-determined level and 
that's exactly what it did — just above that 
pyramid of eggs. Precision is just one aspect 
of Super Dexta's Hydraulics—ease of operation 
(8 another. One single, easy-to-use quadrant 
lever operates two systems of control, Quali-
trol and Position Control. 
Test Super Dexta's hydraulics on your own 
property . . . Try the 'Flow Control' valve that 
alters draft response to suit varying soil con-
ditions. Test the time-saving DifT-lock that 
keeps you going in all conditions . . . Feel the 
power of the 39.5 h.p. engine that out-performs 
any tractor in its class. 
OUALITROL — Automatically keeps the im-
plement at a constant draft, or depth in uneven 
ground, ensuring high quality work without the 
need for gauge wheels — Super Dexta uses 
the additional weight of the mounted imple-
ment to give even greater traction. 
POSITION CONTROL—Pre-determlnes the 
working depth of the implement, giving com-
plete, precise control. If the implement has 
to be raised during operation, 
ft will automatically return 
to its pre-set position when 
lowered. Live power take-off 
optional extra £35. 
Price, fully 
•quipped 
£1103 
FOB. Ford Plants 
FOROSON SUPER DEXTA 
TMf FORO W O R K F O R C E FARMS AUSTRALIA - SUPER MAJOR . SUPER OEXTA . PETROL DEXTA . POWER-MATCHED IMPLEMENTS 
P l u s * mention the "Journal at Agriculture ot WJL," when writing to advertiser! 
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